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NEWS WORTHY

Message from Mayor Yolanda Austin:
Greetings,
These last few months greater things have been happening in the 
Great City of Jennings!  With energy, excitement and enthusiasm 
we have not taken our eyes off our Focus on Our Future: Jennings 
Safer Streets, A Strong Community through it all.  We are con-
tinuing to move forward in a positive manner which is shown by 
the work we have accomplished along with the excitement of new 
residents and businesses wanting to come into our community. I 
continue to say you are our eyes and ears in the community and 

as a team, I am sure improvements will continue. We may have a shortage in some depart-
ments, but the Department Heads are trying to keep the flow going and meet the needs of 

our community.
Our newsletter includes a snapshot of the various activities held during the last few months. 
We encourage you to visit our website, www.cityofjennings.org and attend our various meet-
ings throughout the month. Your suggestions to make us better are welcomed and we, also, 
appreciate feedback on the positive things you are seeing.
A commitment to increasing Employee Morale has engaged all departments, (City Clerk, 
Building, Economic Development, Finance, Public Works, Parks & Recreation, Corrections, 
Courts, Legal, Police, and Fire) to participate in many hours of professional development to 
increase their knowledge of day-to-day operations. Professional Development has been held via 
Zoom and in person with emphasis on the following: SAGE, Post -Award Management, Enti-
ty Management, GFOA American Rescue Plan Act, equipment maintenance, documentation 
& and Diversity in the Workplace, Safety in the Workplace, Legal Advice vs Legal Opinion, 
budgets, field maintenance, facility scheduling, Discipline, & Termination, Time Management, 
Microsoft Excel 2013, and goal setting. Department Head Meetings were held monthly to 
review policies, budgets, job expectations, COVID-19 guidelines, Eight Best Practices in 
Business Management along with the sharing of department successes and resident concerns. 
A commitment to increasing Community Engagement provided opportunities for the May-
or, Councilmembers, Youth & Senior Citizen Commissions along with our Police & Fire 
Departments, to participate in planning for ongoing activities with residents and businesses. 
Activities were held such as: Youth Commission Vision Board & Game Night, Family 
Fit Camp, Breakfast with Santa, Senior Neighborhood Watch, Jennings Neighborhood 
Watch, Senior Bingo, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Input, COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Events, and Chess Cops & Kids Luncheon.

A Career and Pathway through Law Enforcement (CAPLE) program is available 
for young people. They are mentored and prepared for the future of a career in law 

enforcement or the military. The young people are given an opportunity to go 
camping, be involved in physical training and various field experiences.  For more 

information or to sign up, please email Officer Brandon McCrary at  
bmccrary2@stlouisco.com              (continued on page 2)
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Message from Mayor Yolanda Austin: (continued from Page 1)

A commitment to increasing Public Safety has con-
tinued as phone calls, emails, Facebook and website 
messages with City-wide complaints are researched 
and phone call follow ups are provided.  The moni-
toring of our 10 identified dumping hotspots along 
with the site of the old Bowling Ball Manufacturing 
Warehouse at 8709 Xograph Avenue is ongoing. 
A representative from the US EPA Region 7, Super-
fund Emergency Management Division conducted a 
site walk through of the warehouse with their re-
sponse contractor. Their visit was for them to work on 
plans for waste disposal operations. Workers will be 
in the building for approximately four months until 
chemicals are labeled and disposed.
To report illegal dumping and suspicious activity 
within the City, you may call 314-330-1037 or send 
an email to pct8intel@stlouiscountymo.gov.
We are aware speeding is a problem within our City, 
therefore, we are asking you to request speed bumps 
for those streets you feel it is occurring regularly. The 
request can be made to your council member, or you 
may call 314-381-7184. 
Also, we have implemented a Community Camera 
Program in which we are asking residents and busi-
nesses on a volunteer basis to register their camera 
video surveillance equipment located outside of their 
homes or businesses. For more information, you may 
contact Mrs. Verna Charles at 314-388-1164. Forms 
are found on our website at www.cityofjennings.org or 
may be picked up at City Hall.

A commitment to Economic Development is on-
going while conversations are being held with the 
Mayor, Director of Housing, Economic Development 
Consultant, Coordinator & Specialist, current busi-
nesses, and those interested in investing in our City.  
Ongoing meetings are being held with the City 
administrative team and KAI Enterprises to continue 
discussions of plans for the development of the City’s 
new facility for the City Hall and Community Center 
which will be built on the old River Roads site. On 
Saturday, December 18, 2021, we held our 75th Year 
Celebration & City Hall and Community Center 
Groundbreaking.
A Business Watch Meeting was held December 17, 
2021, with speakers: Greater North County Cham-
ber of Commerce President Venus Martz, JADASA 
Founder/CEO Cynthia Bennett, St. Louis County 
Police Department-Jennings Precinct Captain Nor-
man Mann & Detective Dave Myer of the Burglary 
Unit. Our February 18, 2022, meeting included 
speakers: MO House Representative Marlene Terry 
(District 66), STL Community Credit Union Di-
rector of Partner Relationships Lisette Moore, and 
STL County Police Department Recruitment Officer 
Micah Shelton and Captain Norman Mann.  Meet-
ings are held to serve to inform businesses of crime 
statistics and prevention efforts; cultivate relationships 
among local entrepreneurs and business owners; pres-
ent resources for business development and growth; 
and learn how the City of Jennings can best support 
local entrepreneurs and businesses.
A commitment to Housing is ongoing as we con-
tinue to work collectively to build Block- by- Block, 
by changing neighborhoods to become welcoming 
for homeownership and landlords who have a vested 
interest in our City. A bid has been awarded for nine 
houses which were on our demolition list and funded 
through CDBG funds. A Caring Plus Foundation 
is supporting our efforts of improvements in the 
4th Ward by building 31 homes on scattered vacant 
lots.  If you have vacant property in your neighbor-
hood with high grass or windows and doors needing 
to be boarded, contact the Building Department at 
314-388-1164 or reach out to us on the City website 
concern section.
The employees are truly appreciated for their com-
mitment and performance as we continue to strive to 
make a positive difference in the City of Jennings.
Mayor Yolanda Austin
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Well, here we are two years later, and we are finally starting to feel a sense of nor-
malcy in our lives. However, the life that we once knew will take some time before 
it is restored. Therefore, as a community, we must maintain careful interactions, 
stay in contact and communication with our loved ones, and more importantly, 
during this time, be very sensitive to the mental health, safety, and welfare of our 
fellow citizens.
Mental health has been one of the major impacts of the transition that our world 
has gone through since the arrival of coronavirus in the United States in 2020. 
Some people have experienced obvious negative impacts on their mental health from dealing with the sud-
den loss of loved ones, jobs, household, and financial resources, just to name a few. Others have sustained 
mental impacts that may not have been as obvious but have compounded over a period of time that later 
exhibited irrational or uncharacteristic behaviors. Either way, our compassion towards one another must be 
at an all-time high. We must not assume that all is well without verifying with that person that they are.
Here are a few tips to help maintain a healthier and safer mental lifestyle:
1.  Self-care - Take time out to pamper yourself by doing the things that you love to do. Find something 

that makes you happy and schedule that time in your routine. Examples may include watching a funny 
movie, attending one of our concerts in the park or watching a sporting event, spending quality time with 
your kids or grandkids, getting a massage, etc.

2.  Exercise - Find time to exercise because exercising is a stress reliever. Exercise can be taking a walk in 
one of our beautiful parks here in the City Of Jennings. 

3.  Doing a good deed for your neighbor or loved one- Cut their grass for them when it looks out of control 
while you’re out cutting your own, help them bring the groceries in the house, and take an elderly person 
to the grocery store or the doctor's office.

For more information on community programs and activities, check out our website at www.cityofjennings.org
Deletra Hudson, Editor
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FFromrom
Deletra Hudson

The Editor

Jennings Business Watch meetings are held bi-monthly 
to highlight businesses and empower business owners 
with information to help them operate successfully in 
the City of Jennings. Some of the information shared 
includes access to resources, fraud and theft prevention, 
and strategies to ensure safety for their workers and 
customers. 

BUSINESS WATCH MEETINGS 
Bi-monthly: 3rd Friday at 11am via Zoom

Friday, June 24th, 2022 
Friday, August 19th, 2022 
Friday, October 21st, 2022 

Friday, December 16th, 2022  

Community Garden  
Members Needed

Attention Jennings residents. Open slots 
are availablefor your vegetable garden. 
For more information, please call Council-
women Brown (314) 282-5929. Meetings 
are held at the Jennings Recreation  
Center, 8720 Jennings Station Rd.
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT
DELETRA HUDSON - Interim Director of Finance  314-388-1164
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds 
In response to the economic impact that the United 
States endured as a result of the pandemic caused by 
the Coronavirus, the Federal government created a 
stimulus plan called the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021.
The U.S. House of Representatives on March 10, 
2021, passed the Senate-amended H.R. 1319, the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The ARPA 
funds provide $1.9 trillion in additional relief to 
respond to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). This 
follows the enactment of nearly $4 trillion in COVID 
relief in 2020. President Joe Biden called for Congress 
to enact the ARPA to provide relief for individuals 
and business struggling due to COVID-19, as well as 
to achieve other priorities of the Biden Administra-
tion and Congress. ARPA includes provisions on aid 
to state and local governments, hard-hit industries 
and communities, tax changes affecting individuals 
and business, and other provisions. The latest COVID 
relief legislation was enacted as part of Congress' 
fiscal year (FY) 2021 budget and includes provisions 
impacting a wide variety of stakeholders.  Below high-
lights areas of the ARPA funds that applies to the 
local government provision.
Local Governments: $130.2 billion divided evenly 
between non-county municipalities and counties
Counties: $65.1 billion in direct federal aid to all 
counties based on the county share of the U.S. pop-
ulation based on the most recent data available from 
the Census Bureau.
Non-County Municipalities: $65.1 billion to cities 
and other non-county municipalities:  $45.57 billion 
in direct federal aid for municipalities with popula-
tions of at least 50,000, using a modified Community 
Development Block Grant formula. $19.53 billion for 
municipalities with populations of less than 50,000 
based on each jurisdiction's percentage of the state's 
population. Aid is distributed through the states, with 
the ability for states to request an extension if they are 
unable to distribute within 30 days.

Allowable Uses of Funds
Funds may be used to:
1.  Respond to the public health emergency with 

respect to COVID-19 or its negative economic 
impacts, including assistance to households, small 
businesses and nonprofits, or aid to impacted in-
dustries such as tourism, travel and hospitality;

2.  For the provision of government services to the 
extent of the reduction in revenue (i.e. online, 
property or income tax) due to the public health 
emergency;

3.  Make necessary investments in water, sewer or 
broadband infrastructure, or

4.  Include premium pay for eligible workers perform-
ing essential work (as determined by each state or 
tribal government) during the pandemic.

Other key provisions:  (1) States are not allowed 
to use the funds to either directly or indirectly offset 
a reduction in the net tax revenue that results from 
a change in law, regulation or administrative inter-
pretation during the covered period that reduces any 
tax; (2) No funds shall be deposited into any pension 
fund  (3) State and local governments are allowed to 
transfer to a private nonprofit organization, a public 
benefit corporation involved in the transportation of 
passengers or cargo, or a special-purpose unit of state 
or local government
The City of Jennings is expecting to receive a 
total of $2,969,364. The 2022-2023 budget pro-
poses allocations of funds that were received 
during this period in the amount of $1,484,682.
If you have not received your Business License  
Application and have questions, or concerns, you  
may contact the Finance Department via email at: 
FinanceDept@cityofjennings.org
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American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Fund Budget

FY 2022-2023 FY 2021-2022
 Proposed 

Budget YTD as of 1/31/2022

Anticipated Fund Balance April 1st 1,484,682.00$    1,470,512.35$                     

Anticipated revenue 4/1 - 3/31 1,470,512.36$    

Less Expenses (1,436,388.00)$  

          Anticipated fund balance 3/31/23 1,518,806.36$    1,470,512.35$                     

EXPENSES BY CATEGORY:

Acct Code Description Amount Comments

891-08-19 Demolition 75,000.00$           Demolition of Vacant/Abandon Houses 5 properties @ $15K each
790-60-19 Security Officers 18,000.00$           Security Officers Park Coverage (6) mos. @ 750/ wk 
790-40-19 Security Officers 73,500.00$             Security Service for Dumping Sites for 49 weeks @ 1500/wk
782-35-19 PPE Equipment 20,000.00$           Recreation Dept.  Masks, covid test
782-35-19 Ring Doorbell Wireless 40,000.00$           Ring Doorbell Program (400) households @ $100
883-50-19 8709 X-ograph 100,000.00$          clean up
883-50-19 Republic Services 5,000.00$               10 roll off at approx. $500 each

Total 331,500.00$          

Description Amount Comments

756-08-19 Curb Appeal 175,000.00$         Awnings for 50 businesses @ $3500
756-08-19 Signage 50,000.00$           Exterior signage for 50 businesses @ $1000
756-08-19 Security Cameras 12,500.00$           (1) Camera for 50 businesses @ $250
756-08-19 Lighting 15,000.00$           (2) Lighting for 50 business @ $300
756-08-19 Interior Ventilation 6,500.00$             (1) Air purifer up to 1500 sq ft for 10 businesses @ $650
756-08-19 Curb Appeal 50,000.00$             glass replacement for 50 businesses @$ 1000
756-08-19 Curb Appeal 62,500.00$             fencing, gating to assist with securing facility 25 businesses @ 2500
756-08-19 Curb Appeal 17,500.00$             parking lot repairs (striping and pothole filling) for 5 businesses @ $3500

Total 389,000.00$          

Assistance to small businesses

Respond to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19 or its negative economic impacts.

 * received an additional $14,170 from excess allocations 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Fund Budget

Description Amount Comments

756-08-19 Curb Appeal 87,500.00$           Awnings for 25 non profits @ $3500
756-08-19 Signage 25,000.00$           Exterior signage for 25 non profit @ $1000
756-08-19 Security Cameras 6,250.00$             (1) Camera for 25 non profit @ $250
756-08-19 Lighting 7,500.00$             (2) Lighting for 25 non profit @ $300
756-08-19 Interior Ventilation 16,250.00$           (1) Air purifer up to 1500 sq ft for 25 non profit @ $650

783-54-19 Youth Community Resource & Empowerment Fair 40,000.00$             

Total 182,500.00$          

Description Amount Comments

750-35-19 Internet access through Charter 96,000.00$           Broadband support for 200 residents for 1 yr @ $40/month
750-35-19 Mobile Hot Spots 96,000.00$           Broadband support for 200 residents for 1 yr @ $40/month
706-35-19 City Center Project 200,000.00$          City Center Project sewer/street repairs

Total 392,000.00$          

Description Amount Comments

791-35-19 Employee Vaccination incentive 22,500.00$           75 Emps. w/Proof of Vaccination up to $ 300

790-40-19 Gang Detective Officer $118,888 118,888.00$         

St. Louis County Special 
officer to address gang 
violence annual salary + 
benefits

Total 141,388.00$          

Total all proposed uses 1,436,388.00$       

48,294.00$           

Premium pay for eligible workers performing essential work during the pandemic.

Assistance to nonprofits/churches

Make necessary investments in water, sewer or broadband infrastructure

Focused on the health, safety & well-being of 
youth in the community - $5000 for 8 non-profits
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ST. LOUIS COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
CAPTAIN NORMAN MANN                                           St. Louis County Police  314-385-4672   
Jennings Precinct #8      Non-Emergency   636-529-8210
Congratulations! 
•  The City of Jennings wishes Sergeant Lenell Anderson the best of luck in his new assignment as the  

Supervisor of the Domestic Violence Unit in the Division of Criminal Investigations. We truly appreciate 
his service to the residents and officers of Jennings. 

• Congrats to Sergeant Derrick Fort on his promotion to the rank of Sergeant. We welcome him back to 
the City of Jennings Precinct, where he spent time as a 
patrol officer. #JenningsPride 
•   Police Officer Jacob Root was recently recognized by  

St. Louis County Police, Prosecuting Attorney Wesley 
Bell’s LEAD Program. LEAD is a multi-sector col-
laborative initiative that diverts non-violent, low-level 
offenders with a history of opioid use from the criminal 
justice system to receive much-needed treatment and 
resources. Officer Root made the most referrals during 
the last quarter of 2021. 

Sgt. Derrick Fort Police Officer Jacob Root

Did you know? 
•  The City of Jennings Precinct has experienced a decrease of 28% in aggravated assaults involving firearms, 

18% in burglaries, and 50% in homicides year-to-date in 2022 when compared to 2021. We still need your 
help as we are experiencing a slight increase in larcenies, motor vehicle thefts, and domestic assaults. Please 
report any suspicious activity to the police, and do not leave your vehicles running unattended. We also have 
advocates and resources available to those in need of assistance in domestic violence situations. #whyistayed 
#survivedomesticviolence #reachoutforhelp

•  We have a designated email address to report non-emergency suspicious and quality of life activity in your 
neighborhood. Please send us a detailed message to pct8intel@stlouiscountymo.gov to report potential drug 
activity, traffic/parking violations, illegal dumping, etc. in your area. A detective will follow up on your com-
plaint as soon as possible.

•  The City of Jennings has a Community Camera Program to combat and investigate crime and nuisance 
issues in your neighborhood. Video surveillance is a modern tool that can assist the police in identifying, 
apprehending, and convicting suspects. As crimes occur nearby, many residents and business owners are 
unaware that their camera systems may have captured information that could help solve a crime. Likewise, 
police are not always aware of who may have potentially vital video evidence.  Through this volunteer pro-
gram, if a crime occurs, St. Louis County Police will be able to review the registration list of those businesses 
and residents who have voluntarily agreed to be part of this Program and contact them to review and, if 
applicable, seek their permission to collect/copy video footage that may be relevant to a current investigation. 
Please visit: https://www.cityofjennings.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/618e92b7c5115/Community%20
Camera%20Registration%20Form.pdf to obtain a registration form to take part in our Next Generation 
Neighborhood Watch Program. You can also visit the police station to learn more and receive a registration 
form for the Community Camera Program. #NeighborsHelpingNeighbors. 



Jeremy Stockman, Federal Investigator from the EPA (United States Environmental Protection Agency), has a 
team working to clear the chemical contamination from the abandoned commercial building in the 8700 block of 
Xograph Avenue, which caught afire October 28, 2021. Thanks to the Superfund, which made it possible for the 
EPA to clean the contamination.
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CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT/PUBLIC SAFETY
LIEUTENANT PERVIS JONES- Director  314-679-2134

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Hello! My name is Anni Dineen and I’m currently serving as the Economic De-
velopment Department Intern as a part of my program at Washington University. 
In May 2021, I graduated from Creighton University with my bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work and I am now pursuing my Master’s Degree in Social Work and Social 
Policy with a concentration in Domestic Social and Economic Development. I’ll 
primarily be working with Mayor Austin and Ms. Shelton on a vacancy registry 
program and look forward to engaging with the community throughout my time 

with the City of Jennings. I’d like to say thank you to the City for this opportunity; I can’t wait to see the things 
we accomplish.
2020 CDBG Funds  The City was able to demolish 8 more derelict and vacant houses using Community  
Development Block Grant Funding:

KELLIE SHELTON – Director 314-388-1164

8814 College Ave. 8818 Corwin Dr. 8937 Darnell  Pl. 7147 Garesche Ave.

5827 Hamilton Ave. 2430 Mary Ave. 1927 Park Lane Ct. 2329 Switzer Ave.



May-JulyMay-July
Senior Bus Trips
June
7th  Eckerts Farm
9th Casino
14th  Movie Day at the  

  Galleria 
17th Zuka Art Gallery 
21st Just My Dessert
23rd Blue Owl Restaurant
28th  St. Louis Art Museum
July
5th City Foundry
7th  Fairmont Park
12th  Grant's Farm
14th  Golden Corral
19th  Casino
21st Syberg's
26th  Movie Day at the  

Galleria

Senior Commission 
Events
June
21st  Senior Commission  

  Meeting, 4:30pm
30th Senior Bingo
Youth Commission 
Events
June
11th  Jennings Block Party   

  at Lions Park
July
23rd  Splish Splash at  

  Koeneman Park
Parks & Recreation 
Events
June
25th  E-Sports Next  

   Generation event at 
Civic Center

RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

FOR   MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL 314-388-3040

ACTIVITIES

WILLIE BRANDON – Director  314-388-3040
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DEPARTMENT

Darrell Green from the 
Grind Hard Foundation 
anxiously awaits his next 
move at the Vision Board/
Game Night at the Civic  
Center, sponsored by the  
Jennings Youth Commission.

Kings and Princesses at the Daddy-Daughter Dance at the  
Civic Center, hosted by the Parks & Recreation Department. 

Our Kings and Princesses were the talks  
of the town during our annual Daddy- 
Daughter Dance at the Civic Center. 



MEMBERS

YOUTH COMMISSION

RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

SENIOR COMMISSION MEMBERS

Lola Nash – Chairwoman 
SeniorCommission@cityofjennings.org

Dorothy Howard 
Linda Eikerenkoetter                           
Iris Hughes 

MEMBERS
Kimberly Hargrove  – Chairwoman 
YouthCommision@city of jennings.org

Erika Hankins -Secretary
Patricia Williams
Regina Herrington
Pam Price

Alice Wilson
David Vincent
Shanise Johnson
Juan Shegog

Youth Commission 
Members

Senior Commission Members

Our seniors always have a good time 
at the Civic Center during our Senior 

Bingo events.

Families and Fitness. The Jennings Youth Commission and 
the Grind Hard Foundation hosted a Family Fit Camp at the 
Civic Center. Getting everyone healthy and fit is the goal.
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Charletta Williams                                            
Zelma Chikeleze                               
Michelle Owens    

Jennings Senior High School 
Principal, Dr. Debbie 
Jones-Fowler, and Senior 
Commission Member,  
Linda Eikerenkoetter,  
working Senior Bingo at  
the Civic Center.
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The Judge’s Corner 
The City of Jennings Municipal Division under the 
guidelines of the 21st Circuit Court is now holding 
in-person and virtual court proceedings, including trial 
proceedings. 
In-Person and virtual Court proceedings are held at 6:00 
pm, on the first, third, fourth, or last Tuesday of each 
month in the Courtroom located at 7005 Florence Place. 
Virtual proceedings are held via Zoom. Instructions on 
how to appear via Zoom are either mailed or e-mailed to 
the address on file. 
According to the Presiding Judge of St. Louis County, 
ALL in-person court proceedings should be conducted 
in compliance with social distancing protocols and oc-
cupancy rate limitations applicable to the community. 
For all visitors to the court regardless of vaccination sta-
tus, face masks and social distancing are required when 
entering the courtroom and other public areas, unless 
otherwise instructed.  If you feel ill or uncomfortable 
attending in-person court, please contact the Court prior 
to your court date.
 
Appearing in Court
Your decision on what plea to enter is the most impor-
tant decision you will have to make.  We suggest that you 
read the following explanations before entering your plea.  
If you decide that you would like to seek the services 
of an attorney, please inform the Judge and you will be 
given time to do so.
Plea of Guilty By a plea of guilty, you admit that you 
committed the act charged, that the act is prohibited by 
law, and that you have no defense for your act. Before 
entering a plea of guilty, you need to understand the 
following:
•  The City has the burden of proving its case against you.  

You have the right to hear the City’s evidence and to 
require it to prove its case.  The law does not require you 
to prove anything.

•  If you were involved in a traffic accident at the time of 
the alleged offense, your plea could be used later in a 
civil suit for damages as an admission by you that you 
were at fault or were the party responsible for the ac-
cident. 

You are URGED not to plead guilty if you do not feel 
that you are guilty.
PLEA OF GUILTY WITH AN EXPLANATION This 
plea has the same effect as a plea of guilty but says that 
you would like to explain to the Judge the circumstances 
surrounding the offense with respect to the punishment 
only.
In both cases of a plea of guilty, a fine may be assessed. 
The explanation to the Judge may or may not affect the 
amount of the fine assessed. 
PLEA OF NOT GUILTY A plea of not guilty means 
that you deny guilt and that the City must prove its 
charges against you.  Your case will be set for trial, and 
you will be given a date to appear.  You will receive no 
other notice about your trial date. If you plead not guilty, 
you will need to decide whether to employ an attorney 
to represent you at trial. You may defend yourself, but no 
one else except an attorney may represent you.
At the time of the trial, the City will be required to 
prove all allegations against you, contained in the formal 
complaint “beyond a reasonable doubt” before a verdict 
of guilty can be reached. 
THE TRIAL Under Missouri law, you can be brought 
to trial only after a formal complaint has been filed.  The 
complaint is the document that alleges what you are sup-
posed to have done, and that your action was unlawful.
•  You have the right to inspect the complaint before trial, 

and to have it read to you at trial.
•  You have the right to have your case tried before a jury 

if you desire. 
•  You are entitled to hear all testimony introduced 

against you.
•  You have the right to cross-examine any witness who 

testifies against you.
•  You have the right to testify on your behalf.  You also 

have a constitutional right not to testify.  If you choose 
not to testify, your refusal cannot and will not be used 
against you in determining your guilt or innocence.  
However, if you do choose to testify, the Prosecutor will 
have the right to cross-examine you.

• You may call witnesses to testify on your behalf.
• You also have the right to subpoena your witnesses.  
(continued on page 9) 

COURTS DEPARTMENT
LORIETTA SOUTER - Chief Court Clerk  314-385-4670    
JUDGE FELICA EZELL-GILLESPIE - Municipal Judge 
JOSHUA CANAVAN - Municipal Prosecutor
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LINE OF DUTY 
DEATHS  Your North 
County Fire and Rescue 
(NCFR) Firefighters 
have been busy over 
these winter months.  A 
local police officer and 

local firefighter have lost their lives in the line of duty.  
NCFR Firefighters were on the scene of both incidents, 
and they were a part of both funeral processions.  We 
are very saddened by these events and are keeping their 
families in our thoughts and prayers.  
MUTUAL AID  “Mutual Aid” has been important 
in the last quarter of 2021. Mutual aid is where your 
NCFR firefighters respond to neighboring departments 
and districts to assist with calls they have, and in return, 
neighboring departments and districts respond to ours.

FOUR-ALARM FIRE IN 
JENNINGS  As you may have 
heard there was a 4-alarm fire 
in October 2021.  The contents 
within the building on Xograph 
Avenue caught fire and NCFR 

called in a lot of help from other 
departments and districts. This 
was a difficult fire to put out,  
due to its location within the 
building.  Over 30 different  
apparatuses were on scene 
throughout the 12-hour on-site time. Then there was 
another fire at this location the next morning!  
DECEMBER TORNADO  In early December there 
was a tornado that ripped through some of the St. Louis 
and St. Charles areas and then traveled into Illinois.  It 
tore through an Amazon warehouse, where six people 
lost their lives.  Your NCFR firefighters were sent to 
help search for more people in the days to come.  
As always, we thank you for your continued support.  
We could not do it without our amazing community!

NORTH COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE PROTECTION DEPARTMENT

CHIEF KEITH GOLDSTEIN  314-867-3889

(continued from page 9) 
The Court can provide you with the forms needed to do so. 
PRESENTING THE CASE As in all criminal trials, 
the City will present its case first by calling witnesses to 
testify against you.  After each prosecution witness has 
finished testifying, you will have the right to cross-exam-
ine him/or her.  Your examination must be in the form 
of a question. This is not a time to make a statement and 
you must not argue with the witness.  You will have an 
opportunity to make a statement later in the trial. After 
the prosecution has presented its case, you may present 
your case.  You have the right to call any witness who 
knows anything about the incident.
THE VERDICT The verdict of the Judge will be based 
on the testimony that sounds most reasonable on the 
facts presented during the trial.  In making her deter-
mination, she will only consider the testimony of the 
witnesses who are under oath. You may testify on your 
behalf but cannot be compelled to do so.  Your failure to 
testify cannot be used as an inference of your guilt.

If you are found guilty by the Judge, she will announce 
the penalty. The Judge will base her decision only on the 
State Law or City Ordinance involved, and the facts as 
determined by the testimony and other evidence pre-
sented.  You have the right to appeal within 10 days of 
the Judge’s ruling. 
RIGHT TO APPEAL If you are not satisfied with the 
judgment (verdict) of the Court, you have the right to 
appeal the verdict to the St. Louis County Circuit Court.  
If you do appeal, you must first post $30.00 (either by 
certified check or money order made payable to the 
Circuit Court of St. Louis County) to cover costs with 
the Circuit Court of St. Louis. You will be notified of a 
new Court date by St. Louis County, and your case will 
be heard again by another Judge in its entirety.  You must 
file this appeal within 10 days of the judgment. If the 
judgment is not appealed within ten days, it becomes 
final, and you must pay the fines and costs assessed by 
this Court.      
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JENNINGS PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Greetings to my Jennings neighbors  
and residents, I hope all are healthy and your holidays 
were joyous.
I would like to give a huge THANK YOU to my Foreman, 
Vinson Rhone, who stepped into my shoes while I was 
out on medical leave and kept the Public Works Depart-
ment running smoothly and efficiently. Job well done!
December, January, and February are typically a slow 
months of the year for most trades but here at the 
Public Works Department, we are busy with winter 
scheduled City property cleanups, pothole patching, sign 
repair and replacement, clearing the fronts of the drain 
inlets, picking up debris and larger items in the streets 
on Fridays, sweeping the streets when the temperatures 
are consistently above freezing, pretreating streets for 
in-climate weather, and when snow arrives, work 12-
hour shifts until streets are clear and passable. 
This year was a learning curve for snow removal with 
the streets that have speed bumps installed. Most streets 
were pretreated, only salt spread, and plowing was lim-
ited, to prevent tearing up equipment or peeling up the 
speed bumps. It seemed to work well this year. Salt us-
age has to be limited due to the annual reports that must 
submitted to Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) as 
co-permittees to the report they have to turn into the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources.
Please report potholes if you see them. During the win-
ter there are normally two trucks out using a cold patch 
(Easy Street) to repair holes as they occur, typically after 
a snowstorm. If you experience a pothole on Jennings 
Station Road, W. Florissant Avenue, Halls Ferry Road, 
or Lucas and Hunt Road, call St. Louis County dispatch 
at 314-615-1111. Our crew, weather permitting, repairs 
the same day if not the following day.
A friendly reminder, please put the phone down and 
slowdown in construction zones as street repair gets un-
derway. I want all employees to make it home safely to 
their loved ones every day. Remember fines are doubled 
in a construction zone and if a worker is hit, the result is 
a loss of your license and a large fine.
The growing season is also upon us. We have a system in 
place that works for nuisance properties. If the grass is 
getting over 7 inches tall, call the Building Department 
so the process can begin in the system. Normally after 7 
days our department can abate the problem if there is no 
voluntary compliance.
There is a new City Hall just over the horizon... For 
a few days, there may be an inconvenience for Ada 
Wortley Avenue and Berkay Avenue. We will keep you 
posted.

Thank you to all residents who call for inquiries or prob-
lems that need to be addressed, you are our eyes and ears.
Have a safe and blessed spring!! Any questions, con-
cerns, comments, or compliments, please call our office 
at 314-381-7184.
Jim Maixner, Public Works Director 

SPOTLIGHT ON REHABBERS

Fortified Properties 
Yvette Muhammad
Over the course of four years, Fortified Properties  
has purchased properties through the City's Housing 
Auction Program. Owner, Yvette Muhammad has 
successfully renovated four properties, and herer is a 
sample of her latest work on 6376 Laura Avenue.

JAMES MAIXNER - Director  314-381-7184
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New Hires
Kavindra Browder Corrections Officer
Elaine Davis   P/T Corrections Officer
Gretchen Murray Administrative Assistant I
De’Ondre Ross  Code Enforcement Inspector
La’Qonda Stunson Corrections Officer

We are hiring!
The City of Jennings is accepting applications for 
Code Enforcement Inspectors, Deputy Building 
Commissioner, Correctional Officers, Public Works 
Laborers, Parks & Recreation Laborers, Court Clerk, 
Finance Director, and Accounting Clerk, Please  
see the full job descriptions on our website at  
www.cityofjennings.org. Applications are available  
at the Jennings City Hall and on the City website.  
Resumes must accompany all applications upon  
submission. No resumes will be accepted without  
an application.

Transfers
Trenton McClellan  Parks & Recreation  

Crew Leader
David O’Rourke   Building Maintenance/ 

Fleet Mechanic

Anniversaries
Stephanie Crayton  Accounting Coordinator,  

3 years
Todd Forti  Corrections Sergeant,  

15 years
Anthony Perry  P/T Corrections Officer,  

1 year
Kellie Shelton  Economic Development  

Coordinator, 1 year
Desire Wheeler Corrections Officer, 1 year

The City of Jennings Celebrates New and Promoted Employees

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
SCHONA MCCLELLON – Director of Housing   314-388-1164

Trash Cans  Please remove trash cans off the 
streets after trash pickup. Place it by your house 
and do not leave it on the streets.

Dogs  Please keep dogs on a leash if they are  
outside. Keep bags for disposal of dog  

waste. A license for dog ownership is required  
in the City of Jennings. Owners must keep dog  
shots current and carry $100,000 insurance for  
each dog. (Ord No 2351 & 1,10-27-14)

Your Assistance is Needed
When calling the Building  
Department at 314-388-1164  
with your concerns about vacant  
houses, derelict buildings, and  
any nuisances/violations. Please  
provide:
1.  Correct address 
2.  Color, model, and make of vehicle(s) 
3.  Your name and phone number
For emergencies, please call 911!

COMPLAINT PROCESS
1.  The Building Department receives 

complaints via phone or in person.
2.  Once the complaint is received it is 

put into the MyGov system.
3.  An inspector will review the com-

plaint and go see if it is a legiti-
mate violation.

4.  If it is a legitimate violation, a let-
ter is generated and mailed out to 
the resident/homeowner. 
  a. The resident has 7 days to re-
spond and correct the issue. 
  b. If there is no response within 7 
days, abatement, and/or citation(s) 
a precursor to judicial hearing and 
liens may apply. Fees will apply at 
the expense of the homeowner.
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This is from the desk of Councilwoman Yolonda Fountain Henderson.  There is an ordinance that states 
that people cannot park in the middle of the yard, and you must be on a concrete slab. Summer is coming, 
so let us get our houses and yards looking nice.  The front and back yards in the City of Jennings are to be 
cut.  It is unacceptable to live next door to weeds and high grass.  Let’s do our part, residents, and take pride 
in where we live.  Let’s be considerate of your neighbors.  The appearance of our community has gone down, 
but we can work on it now. I know we all are feeling the pinch at the pumps with high gas prices, food 
prices, and other bills.  Even though the mask mandate was lifted, you still need to be careful.  I volunteer 
a lot of my time in Jennings.  My volunteering time is spent at the Jennings School District food pantry 
on assigned dates and the Urban League food giveaways. We are in this together. Jennings City Hall is 
short-handed with staff, so if you ask me to do anything and there is a delay, the reason is not enough help.   
If you are looking for employment, check the City website, www.cityofjennings.org.  
Let’s be respectful of our neighbors, slow down when we are driving, and don’t litter the streets of Jennings.
Get involved, vote in every election, and get to know your representatives. I have been involved in the Jen-
nings community and I am willing to help when called.  

WARD 1
Councilwoman Yolonda Fountain Henderson, 314 868-2761   Councilman Allan Stichnote, 314-951-4243

Councilman Allan Stichnote and Senior Commission                                                                                                                
member, Zelma Chikeleze, delivered senior food boxes.                                      

Donavan Meeks joins Councilman  
Allan Stichnote for a day at the park.

Tad Heitzler, John Fischer,  
Ed Turley enjoyed opening 

trout day at Koeneman Park.



Springing into Community Gardening!  Do you have a garden-
ing “green thumb” for a successful harvest? The Community 
Gardening Group invites you to join them. Some Jennings 
residents have expressed interest, more are welcome. In addi-
tion to growing your vegetables, it can also be a great way to 
meet new neighbors. Reach out to the Community Gardening 
Group while space is still available.
Have you noticed the new blue trash cans in certain spots 
throughout our City? They have been provided by Bi-State 
Development as another creative method to keep our City 

clean. Do you want to learn more about the Adopt-a-Stop Program? I will be 
happy to discuss it.
As the enthusiasm builds from the recent celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 
the City of Jennings, the signage of coming City developments- a new City Hall, 
a new Recreation Center! I am encouraging everyone to get on board! Keep the 
momentum going to KEEP our City moving forward. Be a part of this legacy! 
What is your story?
On January 29, as a part of Royal Rumble Week in St. Louis, WWE Superstars 
honored Community Champions that have worked tirelessly in their commu-
nities during 2021. WWE Superstars Titus O'Neil and Reggie joined Mayor 
Yolanda Austin at the Jennings Head Start/Early Head Start Center to honor the Urban League of Metro-
politan St. Louis and celebrate with the children. The Urban League staff and students had a fantastic time 
attending their first Royal Rumble. Thanks to President/CEO, Mr. Michael McMillan, Vice President of 
Head Start/Early Head Start, Dr. Gwendolyn W. Diggs, and the entire Urban League staff for their out-
standing work within the community.
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WARD 2
Councilwoman Jane Brown, 314-632-6313               Councilman Terry Wilson, 314-270-2256
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WARD 3
Councilwoman Rose Eichelberger, 314-325-6463            Councilman Gary Johnson, 314-637-9704

JUNE
11th  Ward Meeting, 2 pm, City Hall
25th  Summer Clean Up, 8 am-12 pm

JULY
TBA  Electronic Recycle Event, TBD

AUGUST
13th  Ward Meeting, 2 p.m., City Hall

SEPTEMBER
TBA  Fall Clean Up, TBD
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Hello everyone,
It is the beginning of Spring and we have four district seasons, we are now in March. This month brings 
New Life, the beginning of warmer days, trees are budding, change is happening, and things are looking up 
for the better in our community.
I am excited about this year, not only personally but for you, the residents, in the fourth Ward. When my 
wife and I purchased our home thirty years ago, it was the greatest investment you could make. We were 
excited to purchase our new home and when we moved in, I had twelve things to do which I did gradually.
Please take care of your property, your property reflects you. Councilwoman Clower feels as I do about 
keeping our neighborhood up.
There is always help available for remodeling or fixing anything that you might need. Please contact me and 
I will share where I receive my resources.
I would like to thank the Mayor for the proclamation I received for my daughter, the many condolences re-
ceived from my Jennings family, and also the Public Works Department and Building Department for their 
assistance.
I encourage all residents of the Ward 4 to participate in our City Council meetings that are held monthly 
on every fourth Monday at 7:00 pm.
Please report all light pole outages, so we can keep our City well lit, and report missing street signs. If your 
street has no signs, please report it to me or Councilwoman Clower.  Also, use the non-emergency Police 
Department line to report suspicious activities in the City at 636-529-8210. My thanks to Mayor Austin 
for her efforts to move our City forward in every way and for helping the people of Jennings have a better life.
Councilman Joseph Turner

WARD 4
Councilman Joseph Turner, 314-478-6686                Councilwoman Lorraine Clower, 314-312-3189

The Tabernacle of the Congregation of God 
Church recognizes Mother Anna Louis  
Williams on her 80th birthday, which was  
celebrated Sunday, February 13, 2022.  
Mother Williams has been a resident of the 
City of Jennings since 1979 (43 years).  She  
has been a faithful member of the church for  
9 years under the leadership of Pastor William 
Martin, Jr. and First Lady Audrey Martin.
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Bill Date 
2021-22 Description Stichnote  

(Ward 1)
2674 12/20 An Ordinance imposing a Local Use Tax for General Revenue purposes at the rate of one and 

one-fourth percent (1.25%) pursuant to the authority granted by and subject to the provisions 
of sections 144.600 through 144.671 RSMo; providing for the use tax to be repealed, reduced 
or raised in the same amount as any City Sales Tax is repealed, reduced or raised; and providing 
for the submission of the proposal to the qualified voters of the City for their approval at the 
General election called and to be held in the City on April 5, 2022.

Y

2675 12/20 An Ordinance of the City of Jennings, Missouri authorizing the approval, requisition, and/or 
purchase of multiple real properties situated within the City of Jennings, State of Missouri.

Y

2676 12/20 An Ordinance of the City of Jennings, Missouri, adopting a policy requiring employees of the 
City of Jennings to be vaccinated against the Covid-19 virus.

Y

2677 2/28 An Ordinance of the City of Jennings, Missouri, approving a request to Re-subdivide a lot 
known as Lots 2 and 2A of The Plaza on the Boulevard also known as Buzz Westfall Plaza in 
the City of Jennings, Missouri, as recorded in Book 22825, Page 275 of the St. Louis Coun-
ty Property Records into Three Lots identified and re-subdivided as Lots 2C, 2D and 2E, a 
Re-subdivision Plat.

Y

2678 3/28 An Ordinance of the City of Jennings, Missouri, authorizing and approving the 2022-2023 
budget.

Y

How Did Your Councilperson Vote?

In Memory of... 
Corporal Officer Kim Leann Bader served the City of Jennings Corrections Department for 
9 years and 7 months. Her faithfulness, commitment and dedication to the department was 
truly appreciated.  She was a great inspiration to many of her fellow employees within her 
department and throughout other City of Jennings departments. Corporal Bader made her 
transition on December 25, 2021.

Councilman Herman Barnes, Jr. was a great community leader, loving husband, son, fa-
ther, grandfather, uncle, and special friend to many.  He exhibited his devotion to serving 
the community through his services as City of Jennings councilman, City of Jennings 
Correctional Officer and employee of the Northwoods Police Department.  He spent 
countless hours with youth across the metropolitan area as he served as a role model to 
many within the Police Athletic Academy. Councilman Barnes, Jr. served as councilman 
of Ward 2 from 2003-2006 & 2008-2014.

Pastor Leonard Dell Dennis served as the Pastor of Metropolitan Missionary Baptist 
Church located at 5300 Helen Avenue for over 30 years. He made an enormous impact 
on the Jennings Community through his leadership, by being a consistent community 
partner who brought awareness to the community he has served.  He was also a great 
proponent for empowering the youth through his Youth Ministry and remained ded-
icated to growing the community, which was evident through his plans to build a new 
church in Jennings’ Ward 4. Pastor Dennis was married to his wife of 32 years, Mrs. 
Catherine Dennis. Pastor Dennis will truly be missed by many.
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Fountain 
Henderson 
(Ward 1)

Wilson 
(Ward 2)

Brown 
(Ward 2)

Eichelberger 
(Ward 3)

Johnson 
(Ward 3)

Clower 
(Ward 4)

Turner 
(Ward 4) Pass or Fail Ord #

N Y Y Y Y Y Y PASS 2610

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PASS 2611

N Y Y Y N Y Y PASS 2612

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PASS 2613

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PASS 2614

Marlon Cardez Owens, Sr. was a long-time resident of the City of Jennings who attend-
ed both Jennings Middle and High schools. He was a graduate of Jennings High School 
Class of 1994. Marlon earned two master’s degrees, one from the University of Missouri 
St. Louis and the other from Lindenwood University.  His adamant beliefs for education 
were exemplified in his commitment to volunteering and mentoring youth for over 20 
years. Marlon excelled in multiple sports, which included football, baseball and basket-

ball. His passion for athletics was deposited into his children and the youth that he coached.  In his honor 
on March 31, 2022, family members, friends along with Mayor Yolanda Austin & Councilwoman Yolonda 
Fountain Henderson joined his mother Mrs. Deloris Owens in celebrating his life by adopting the 5300 
block of Helen Avenue in memory of Marlon Owens.

Officer Lonnie Ford started the Corrections Department in November 2021. He was 
very dependable and showed leadership qualities.   He had a great sense of humor, dis-
played professionalism and was very well-respected by staff and inmates. Officer Ford 
worked overtime to assist the department, when needed. He followed policies and of-
fered suggestions for improvement within the department. He is missed by the Correc-
tions Department.
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Meet Your Elected Officials
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Yolanda Austin
MayorWard 1 Ward 2

Ward 3 Ward 4

Allan Stich-
note

Yolonda Fountain 
Henderson     

Councilmember

Terry Wilson
Councilmember

Jane Brown 
Councilmember

Gary Johnson
Councilmember

Rose Eichelberger
Councilmember

Lorraine Clower
Councilmember

Joseph Turner
Councilmember

• City Council - Every 4th Monday at 7:00 p.m.  
• Planning Commission - Every 1st Thursday at 5:45 p.m.  
• Youth Commission - Every 2nd Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

• Senior Commission - Every 3rd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 
• Neighborhood Watch - Every 2nd Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  
   

City Regular Meetings

Monday, May 30th - Memorial Day
Friday, June 17th - Juneteenth Day

CITY HALL CLOSED 

Meetings will be held virtually until further notice.


